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DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK (3., 2 —
PRESIDENT
JAMES A. MURPRHY III
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January 30, 2008
Hon. RoAnn Destito
New York State Assembly
State Office Building, Room 401
207 Genesee Street
Utica, New York 13501
Hon. Joseph A. Griffo

New-York State Sehate
Legislative Office Building, Room 944
Albany, New York 12248

Dear Assemblyperson Destito and Senator Griffo:

.As president of the District Attorneys Association of the State of New York, I
am wrifing to urge you to support Assembly Bill 9614 and Senate Bill 6623;
respectively; Aggravated Harassment of a Police or Peace Officer. This legislation
would make it a class E felony to strike, shove or kick, or otherwise subject to physical
contact, a police or peace officer who is engaged in the course of performing his lawful
duties, with the intent to harass that officer. This legislation has the endorsement of the
District Attorneys Association of the State of New York as it would serve to protect law
enforcement officers who face an ever increasing threat to their safety. Under the

present law a defendant who subjects a law enforcement officer to such contact but

causes no physical injury can be charged with Harassment in the Second Degree, a mere
violation. Our law enforcement officers deserve the protection such an increased
penalty will afford them. This bill has been endorsed by the New York State Correction
Officers Benevolent Association and many other law enforcement agencies.

Thank you, in advance, for your support of this jmportant legislatio

JAM,III:pah

Cc:  Hon. Joseph R. Lentol, Chairperson

Hon Dale-M. Volker, Chairperson
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