
 
 
 

District Attorneys Ask for Basic Staffing, Programming Funding; Request Funds for New 

Technology to Enhance Transparency and Public Safety 

 

Annual Budget Letter includes plea for videotaping equipment, body-worn cameras for police in 

addition to essential funding for attorneys to appear at arraignments upstate.  

 

Contact: 518.598.8968 or president@daasny.org 

  

(BROOME COUNTY, NY – October 22, 2015)  The District Attorneys Association of the State 

of New York (DAASNY) today asked Governor Cuomo to provide essential funding to maintain 

staffing levels as well as new funding to bring game-changing technology to law enforcement 

offices around the state. 

 

DAASNY President Gerald F. Mollen (DA Broome County) said that each request in the budget 

letter is made with an eye toward maintaining New York’s reputation as a leader in public safety, 

with due recognition of the many new responsibilities prosecutors’ offices have undertaken in the 

past several years. 

 

“New York was the first state to form a prosecutor’s Best Practices Committee,” said Mollen, “and 

that Committee has been urging police departments around the state to implement protocols and 

videotape custodial interrogations since 2010. But we can’t move forward with our tried and tested 

procedures until every police department is equipped with an interrogation room. That’s just one 

example of where our physical capabilities are lagging behind our knowledge of how to best carry 

out an investigations and reduce wrongful convictions. Funding is the only thing stopping us from 

taking what we know is a best practice and making sure that practice is followed reliably.” 

 

While striving to achieve technological proficiency, district attorneys are also scraping the bottom 

of the barrel when it comes to essential staffing needs.  At the most basic level, DA’s offices are 

chronically underfunded.  

 

Mollen explained: “Offices around the state want to embrace specialty courts that focus on mental 

health issues, veteran’s issues, drug addiction and issues specific to young offenders; partner with 

community organizations on alternatives to incarceration and re-entry assistance; and engage with 

youth to prevent criminal involvement – but the sad reality is that many district attorneys don’t 

even have enough staff to appear at arraignments. In other words, when a defendant is first charged, 

there is nobody there representing the victim, making informed bail requests based on criminal 

history or flight risk, or filing for an order of protection in domestic violence cases.” 

  

“As a result of last year’s Hurrell-Haring settlement,” DA Mollen continued, “indigent defenders 

in 5 counties were allocated funding to create caseload caps, improve training and oversight, and 

hire expert witness.  That’s a good thing. Now we need to do the same for prosecutors, who don’t 

just represent low-income individuals, but who represent the system as a whole, without help from 

private practice attorneys who take on so many cases on the part of the defense. 

 

The system only works when every part – the defense, the courts, and the prosecution – have the 

resources to look closely at cases and ensure that every case has a just resolution.” 

 

The full budget request can be found here.  

mailto:president@daasny.org
http://www.daasny.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/DAASNY-Budget-Letter-2016-2017.pdf


 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


